
New Laws Crack Down on Urban Paul Bunyans 

S A N  FRANCISCO, J a  29 - As ires go, the pair of scraggly-looking Montaey cypmm sitting on e 
crest on Telegraph Hill are  ti^ men downright f m h L  But ia a city whm sane movie 

o m w  to amend the 

ric buildings. It would place 

Once a cause for genw wam~n's,club bnt on beauti- the ilew gd-tough stance on trees is 
Jargclp a d t  of reorl -tee A study of three dozen citia using satellite imagery by the nonprofit group 
American Forts@ completed two years ago, found hat wer the past 25 years, cities have lost up to 30 
percent of their tree canopy U, developma- - - .." **A- - ' - 



Page 2 of 4 

pips. Its a hard Me." 

The a v h d m m i n  SanFrmwb f o f l o w s a ~ a r a r ~ t ~ o ~ d ~ ~ P a f w n r t c R i w h  
Montgomery Csuaty, Md. Last moatb, the M d g m a y  County plm&igboard,mdwd a 
with the W d h g b n  Redskim' owner, D h e l  M. Snyder, omd hh wife, Tanya, RE chr- m m  
130 v i e w ~ o b s t r u ~  dogw& d otha lrm on their verdant rivmfbnt estate. 

The couple's neo4emgh pal- sits on l a d  b o d e d  by the C C h ~ ~ c  & Ohio Canal National 
W c  Park, WW is rn by the National Park Senrice. The county bed Mr. Snyder $37,UOO for 
clear-cutting wi- a pennit and o d d  him to plant some 600 saplings. A spokesman for Mr. Snyder 
dditaedtocomment. 

Inspired by Mr. Snyder's Paul Bunyan move, the Montmeay County C o d  v d  to triple the 
pmaltia for wiUfully viol- the ~Outlty'8 Forest Commation Law and make it a a i m i d  offense 
punishable by up to six months in jail. 

This pblem is ammous d g r o w  said Howard A. W s ,  a Republican Council member. "Its a 
quality of life issue. No one has the right to demmte property d leave the cow with a net loss of 1 :-*. 
The teardown phenomenon, in which trophy homa subesume suburban lots, has put new pressure on 
Iarge "patriarchn tree$ said Dave Docta, ths ~matw~@ng +st for Palo Alto, Mf. "Communities are 
scrambling to enact laws to mandate pmpa Mew," he said. 

Named for a 1,OW-year-old redwood, M o  Alto is a mimam: in 1992, the demolition of a beloved 
Queen Antre Victorian and its suminding oaks, planted in the 1920's on hdirt streets, pnnnpted an 
emergency oak-bce-mthg mmtorhq six y m  later, qmmd by the mpmdmted demolition of 
older home, the city expaded its tme o-ce to include private p p t y .  

738 concaw are not just aesthetic: over the last decade, a host of studiw have Mderscmcd the role of 
~ - ~ y ~ o n e s - ~ w ~ ~ n w h e l p ~ ~ a i r ~ n d i ~ a n d ~  
cost$ intercept storm water capture dust a& other poUWmts, curb the effect of greenhouse gmm 
and in- p r o m  values. A study by the Univdty  of Washingtan even found that people sboppl 
'longer and mom aften in ~ l i n e d  retail rn and spent about 12 percent more money, 

"Citim are begirmirrg to m g n h  trees as capital assets just like mads, bridges and schools," said James 
R Lyons, d v e  ditecbor of the Casey Trees Endowmnt Fund, a tree canopy nstomtion a d v w  
group b e d  in Wwhingbn, and an & of a g r i d  in the Clinton admin&atioa 
a signifiumt investment that pmddes vdue to the city and residents. People don't think abut them untd 
theycrew=" 

A dt, said Budc A m ,  an associate p h r  of lerndsqe ar&itecture at Loubha State 
U n i v e ,  is "a ldnd of socidismw - a mwiag feco@tim %a4 a a u n i w s  does not 
stop at the prom line." 

Prof- Abbey has surveyed tree loss h m  Hrtniane K a M  and written exkmiveIy on municipal 
tree wdhmces. He a d :  "Its part of the mgaition of oommunity, The line b&waa public and private 
property is not visible if a massive live oak is gone." 



Page 3 of 4 

~ m p B ~ ~ ~ t o & ~ ~ l t r ~ b m ~ ~ t o ~ c i t y ~ ~ ~ w ~ w h i c h p r o t e a s a a t i v e d s  at 
ka&&g& idm in dhvmkw. The expmded ardhniee would i n w e  t h e  other sped= - bla& 
~ W f d a s y ~ s r a d b r r y ~ - @ p & c t m t t e e s B y d u ~ & e d i a m e t e r o f a  
bdmmktmbfiwindm. 

Mod noWIy, v i o h  mid be c h g d  with a M e m a n o r  am& in extreme c%se$ have their building 
pamit withheld fm up to 10 y m .  The dhmw, mmv61:~ would require developers to get a pennit to 
kndc down pro- trees and -Saw them with new & a atio of at laat 2 to 1. 

Paula Bs-, co-founder of Proh-a a group dedicated to protecting wperty rights on W i  
specially vamt lots, called the ordinance 'a bdgwd building mmtmium" that would delay proj&s 
and add mmmssq cats. She h d s  the mclwion of black walnut tras ~~y irksome. 

Vme nuts fall all over E& L.A., sending up alJ this Mack stuff d giving birth to little walnut tree," 
she d. "The nuts fall on peoples' heads at parties. The walrmt tm is not an endangered s p i e s . *  

The City of Charlotte, N.C., requires devdops to preserve 10 percent of a subdivision's a m  in 
and also save all ?heritage tmes" approaching the size of those in the North Carolina state Jist of 
"champion m." The sate lost 1.2 million acm of urban f& betwcm 1990 and 2002, nmly thme- 
quarim of it muse of urbanhthn, acoot.ding to Amdw Fo-. 

Mark Bddwin, executive vice Wdent  of the Home Builders' Asmiation of Charlotte, said the policy 
"crea- an h n v e n i m m  foa: the -1- as firr as density, but it M y  pays off in the price of h e  
hommw The extra costs of "tree saves," he added, are pawed on to the homeowner* 

Here on Telegraph Hill, the ruckus over the parrots' cypras trea - leafy equiverlents of the mansions 
o f h ~ - h & ~ ~ d t h e m ~ ~ o w s t a t u s o f t b e ~ ~ s ~ . D e s p i t e ~ ~ ~  
huggermputation, k n  Francisco, built partly an w i n h e p t d  h and ddomkdduringthe Gold 
Rush, has w e b  tmn lush with treea In contrast to New Yo& the majority of street mes h m  are not 
mahtahed or e v a  planted by the city; it is up to individual pmprty owners to plm trees. 

The new odimmce would allow the B d  of S m r s  to designate h i m a &  trees anywhere in Ban 
Francisco, ~~ &me htlrboting wficaat wilddifk John Cowen, the prom owner who cut the 
three c y p r a  trees, said he Hled them for mfety and W t y  rtmtms. 

"Everyone is M e d  out abut the urban canopy @u&g oxygen and habitat for this arad that," Mr. 
Cawen said "But these trees srre rottm." 

Tfme skhbh between Mr. Cowen and Mr, B*, the author, and Judy Iwing, the maker of the p m b  
~ ~ e m b & t W M p r h ~ N m s e n t b ~ o f ~ @ ~ W F ~ , h  
asanhmll*. 

Mr. F w d t h a t h e h a d  W e d o u t a f i v e - y m M f Q  even~yrephtheqpmstreawithnew 
on=, and tbat a community group had ofEeaed to subtaidb pRlning in the mmdm. He ~10eded tbat 
the soap opera among the cyp- was a human one. Tb pmts  m oblivious," he said. 


